MORE   DEFECTIONS
of his sword into the struggle now going on between himself   1688 and Louis XIV.
Hoffmann concludes by asking for an equipment to follow the King to camp so as to get reliable news : u for each party here will be informed of what is favourable to itself, which will give rise to a thousand fables ; moreover if the Queen remains here, nothing disagreeable will be allowed to reach her ears, but only what will be considered expedient.
" The Prince of Orange is still at Exeter, where many persons are joining him . . . mylord Abingdon, one of the wealthiest of the nobility and other men of quality. It is difficult to understand how the King and the Prince are to come to blows with this frost and snow, as their general quarters, Salisbury and Exeter, are eighty miles apart ... It is to the Prince's interest to temporise, in order to give his partisans time to assemble. . . . Mylord Delamere is said to be raising the county of Chester (sic')."
" LONDON.    3 December 1688.
a. . . The King arrived at Salisbury last Monday ... he learned imp. with pleasure that the officers showed great eagerness to be led against Vienna.6*' the enemy.    On Tuesday he intended to go to Warmynster, about
15 miles from Salisbury to visit one of the furthest outposts, but a violent                                    < ^ |
bleeding of the nose, attributed to the great fatigues he has imposed upon                                    :ij
himself, seized him, and could only be stopped by bleeding His Majesty.
. . . The King is coming, back from Salisbury and will go backwards                                       ?",$*?
and forwards until it is seen what the Prince of Orange means to do.
Mylord Delamere is not alone, the Lords Devonshire, Lumley, Scarsdale, Cholmondeley, Stamford and others, have assembled and called upon the people to join them, under the pretence of saving the Protestant religion and their liberties, and for a free Parliament, which is nothing less than collusion with the Prince of Orange.
It is nevertheless true that they declare themselves against all those who would attack the Crown or alter the succession, which proves that they are with the Prince in all that concerns their religion and liberties, but that if his ambition directs itself against the Crown or the succession they are resolved to oppose him. . . . This town has not stirred yet, but lets it be clearly seen that the Prince of Orange's success would not be displeasing to it."
211                                  P  2at she would give me leave to sPeak with her in private. She said it grew late and she make haste to be ready for prayers."
